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4 MEMORANDUM OF COOPERATION ON BIOTECHNOLOGY RESEARCH FOR SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
THE INTERNATIONAL MAIZE AND WHEAT IMPROVEMENT CENTER 
AND 
THE 1890 UNIVERSITIES AND TUSKEGEE UNIVERSITY 
;IC 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) agencies, the Consultative Group for International 
Agricultural Research (CGIAR) affiliated centers, and the 1890 Land-Grant Universities have a long history 
of international scientific and technological cooperation for economically and environmentally sustainable 
activities in agriculture and forestry. 
Strengthened and continued cooperation are encouraged for Sub-Saharan Africa to further support recent 
dialogues, initiatives, and a f f i t i o n s  at the May 1999,5th African, Afkican-American Summit’s Agricultural 
Workshop in Accra, Ghana. 
The United States Department of Agriculture, hereinafter refened to as USDA, the International Maize and 
Wheat Improvement Center, hereinafter referred to as CIMh4YT, and the 1890 Land-Grant Universities, with 
Tuskegee University as the lead institution for the universities, hereinafter jointly referred to as “the Parties”, 
hereby affirm their mutual interest in, and desire to broaden cooperative research programs and exchanges in 
agricultural biotechnology for the benefit of Sub-Saharan Atiica. These programs and exchanges will build 
upon existing U.S. government investments with CIMMYT through the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and the 1890 universities through both USDA and USAID. 
The Parties, recognize that science partnerships for the safe and appropriate development and application of 
biotechnology can benefit and provide greater options for small and resource limited farmers; 
Whereas, the use of agricultural science and biotechnological solutions can help developing countries become 
more food self-sufficient; 
Whereas, the Parties affirm their mutual interest and desire to collaborate in developing programs and 
exchanges in the areas of agricultural science and biotechnology as well as those in rural and regional policies; 
Whereas, the Parties endeavor to promote free markets, lower trade barriers, and increase agricultural 
productivity and food safety throu@ creative biotechnology projects; 
Whereas, the Parties, are aware that scientific and technical exchanges will encourage development and self- 
sufficiency in Africa, and will permit natural resource conservation and preservation; 
The Parties have agreed to expand scientific and technologi&d cooperation in biotechnology research for the 
mutual benefit of Sub-Saharan Africa and the Parties in accordance with the following provisions: 
ARTICLE I - PURPOSE 
The purpose of this Memorandum of Cooperation (MOC) is to strengthen the cooperation between the Parties 
in conducting research to solve major environmental, safety and health, and production problems associated 
with the agriculture sector in Sub-Saharan Africa, and to coordinate research activities ofthe Parties in an effort 
to eliminate duplication and waste. Cooperative activities will be explored and determined by the Parties and 
will be implemented by mutual understanding and in conformity with the regulations and policies of all Parties. 
ARTICLE I1 - MUTUAL INTERESTS 
The Parties are currently engaged in and have an independent interest in sharing experiences in agricultural 
biotechnology with African national agricultural institutions through scientific exchanges and sharing 
I 
information and data. The Parties further recognize the mutual benefit to be achieved through cooperative 
planning and execution of research activities. The Parties will contribute, as they agree to plan and conduct 
research, interpret and publish research results, and allocate needed facilities and funds in support of research 
projects as mutually agreed to. 
ARTICLE I11 - RESEARCH PROGRAM 
The Parties agree that collaborative biotechnology research on cereals, roots and other crops, supported by this 
Memorandum of Cooperation, will focus on applications that can potentially lead to decreased dependency on 
chemical pesticides, increased yields, enhanced nutrient content, and reduced tillage and soil losses. The 
program also will address the safety of biotechnologcal food products and possible environmental effects of 
these products. 
ARTICLE IV - SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES 
Specific cooperative activities and the terms under which such activities will be conducted shall be 
mutually agreed upon by the Parties in writing and shall be described in a work plan. The work plan will 
be prepared jointly by the Parties and shall contain provisions addressing the following: 
1. Definitions of objectives, terms of reference and specific goals to be achieved; 
2. Methodology to be followed in the achievement of program objectives; 
3. Responsibility of each party; 
4. Available human and financial resources; 
5. Guidelines for oversight and evaluation of the cooperative program; 
6 .  Criteria for approval and execution of program procedures; and 
7. Guidelines for disposition, publication and/or release by the Parties, of discoveries and results 
obtained during the cooperative activities. 
ARTICLE V - CONSULTATIONS AND COMMITTEES 
The Parties shall promote, encourage and facilitate, by mutual agreement, the development of contacts and 
cooperation with and among f i c a n  National Agricultural Research institutions ( N A R S ) ,  private 
enterprises, universities, other International Agricultural Research Centers (IARCs) of the Consultative 
Group for International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) and other entities concerned with cooperative 
activities within the scope of this Memorandum in order to generate broad interest and increased activities. 
The Parties may form committees or working groups, and organize workshops in accordance with the 
applicable laws, regulations and policies of their respective governments, departments or Advisory Boards, 
as may be necessary and mutually acceptable to facilitate cooperative activities under this memorandum. 
These committees or working groups shall include representatives from the Parties and African institutions 
as may be necessary and mutually acceptable. 
ARTICLE VI - RELEASE OF INFORMATION 
Information resulting from cooperative activities under t h ~ s  Memorandum that is not covered by the 
intellectual property rights set forth in Article VI1 may be released to the international scientific community 
by the Parties. The Parties shall specify that the information released is a result of the joint efforts of the . 
Parties. 
ARTICLE - VI1 INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 
Intellectual property resulting from cooperation under this MOC shall be protected in accordance with the 
attached appendix. 
ARTICLE VI11 - AMENDMENTS 
This MOC may be amended by mutual agreement of the Parties. Amendments shall enter into force upon 
signature of all Parties or on a date agreed to by the Parties. 
ARTICLE IX - RESOLUTION'OF DISAGREEMENTS 
Disagreements which may arise in the interpretation or application of this MOC shall be resolved by mutual 
agreement of the Parties. 
ARTICLE X - DURATION AND TERMINATION 
This MOC shall become effective upon signature of all Parties and shall continue in force for an indefinite 
period subject to review by the Parties at least once every five(5) years for programmatic relevancy. This MOC 
may be modified or discontinued at the request of any Party. Requests for termination or any change shall be 
submitted by the requesting Party to the other Parties for consideration not less than 90 days prior to the desired 
effective date. 
ARTICLE XI - FUNDING RESPONSIBILITIES 
This MOC is to define in general terms the basis for which the Parties will cooperate and does not constitute 
a basis for financial obligations or expenditures. Each Party will handle and expend its own funds. Any and 
all expenditures from Federal funds made in conformity with the Parties outlined in this MOC must be in 
accordance with U.S. Department of Agriculture rules and redations and, in each instance haw! upon 
appropriate fiscal documents, such as contract, Research Support Agreement task order, purchase order, letter 
of authorization, etc. 
The responsibilities assumed by the Parties, pursuant to this MOC, are contingent upon funds being made 
available from which expenditures may be legally made. 
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